
 

 

to a community forum on Wednesday 

night at New Haven Baptist Church, 

4413 S. Indiana.  Prior to that she and 

the other candidates had been invited 

to briefings with Housing Bronzeville 

and an earlier forum about its housing 

proposals.  All three other candidates, 

including Alderman Madeline Haith-

cock (2nd), Bob Fioretti (2nd), and Pat 

Dowell (3rd), had attended the brief-

ings; Alderman Tillman failed to 

even respond to the group’s invita-

tions to the briefing or forum.  Thus, 

when she failed to appear at the 

March 28th forum, Housing Bron-

zeville members traveled by bus to 

her home and office where they fi-

nally found her. 

     In a heated confrontation with 

Alderman Dorothy Tillman (3rd 

Ward) in front of her aldermanic 

office on Wednesday evening, 

March 28th, Housing Bronzeville 

members pressed the alderman for 

answers on housing issues vital to 

our community’s future, especially 

her plans for the disposition of the 

neighborhood’s more than 1,100 

city-owned vacant lots in the 3rd 

Ward alone.  Tillman’s response 

characterized her aldermanic tenure: 

after swearing at residents, she re-

fused to discuss the issues and in-

stead charged the group with infil-

tration “by gang-bangers” (Channel 

5 News, 10:00PM). 

 

“Ms. Tillman’s comment deeply 

offended members of our commu-

nity and our churches who have 

worked for the past two and one-

half years to build a plan for afford-

able home ownership in Bron-

zeville,” said Reverend Jeffrey 

Campbell, pastor of Judah Israelite 

Church at 45th and Prairie Avenue.  

“Her remarks lay bare the character 

of her tenure in office—all show but 

no substance as she allowed land 

values to soar with nothing to show 

for it for Bronzeville’s current resi-

dents who feel we are being pushed 

out of our own community.” 

 

“Dorothy Tillman does not want to 

talk about our affordability crisis 

because she has done nothing to 

address it,” said Valencia Hardy, a 

Bronzeville homeowner present at 

Ms. Tillman’s office Wednesday.  

“She has sat on our land—

Bronzeville’s land—for twenty 

years, refusing to allow local resi-

dents to purchase it or use it for 

affordable home ownership oppor-

tunities.  What we once could have 

bought for under $1,000 is now 

priced at $50,000-$100,000 per lot.  

True to form, she blames us for this 

crisis, rather than looking at her 

own refusal to be transparent and 

willing to work with local resi-

dents.” 

 

Alderman Tillman along with other 

aldermanic run-off candidates in the 

2nd and 3rd Wards had been invited 
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Dorothy Tillman storms out of her alder-

manic office greeting protestors with pro-

fanity: “What the f&#% do you want?” 

An Open Letter to the People of the 3rd Ward 

 

I was disappointed with Ms. Tillman’s response to our group, Housing Bronzeville, 

last night.  As a Christian I value truth and honesty and felt that she was neither truth-

ful nor honest with us and did not represent the people of the 3rd Ward well.  We 

found her vulgar language offensive, particularly to our young children.  We were 

trying to give them a lesson in democracy and to teach them to act in a responsible 

proactive manner.  Ms. Tillman did not stop to think about the message she was send-

ing when she responded as if law-abiding, tax-paying citizens should just shut up and 

stay home.  She lied about us being gang members—if we were, we’d be “God’s 

Gang!”  She lied about telling us of her unavailability to attend our meeting, because 

she has yet to respond to 5 letters of invitation.  She lied about us losing, because we 

are winning the support of the people of Bronzeville to keep it affordable to South 

Side people with South Side money, a concept we thought she’d surely understand. 

 

Ms. Tillman, thou shalt not lie!  Shame on you. 

 

Sincerely,  

Clara Gatewood-Brown  
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Chicago, Illinois 60616 

Housing Bronzeville works to 
ensure a vibrant, politically 
empowered, economically diverse 

Bronzeville community by providing 

leadership to develop, maintain and 

support affordable home ownership 

through the establishment of a 

Bronzeville Housing Trust Fund.  As 

a project of the Lugenia Burns Hope 

Center, Housing Bronzeville is a non-

partisan organization dedicated to 

encouraging the improvement of all 

Bronzeville neighborhoods through 

extensive community educational and 

informational programs.  

Did You Know??? 
In the 1940s, Bronzeville had a say-
ing, “If you’re trying to find a cer-
tain Negro in Chicago, stand on the 
corner of 47th and S. Park long 
enough and you’re bound to see 
him” (Source: Black Metropolis, 
pp. 379-80) . 
In 1960, Bronzeville had 26% mod-
erate-income residents.  Today we 
have less than 13%.  
Between 1990 and 2000, the 3rd 
Ward lost 21% of its population, 
dropping from almost 70,000 to 
54,104.  This was before Chicago’s 
Plan for Transformation knocked 
down Robert Taylor Homes and 
Stateway Gardens.  
The City owns more than 1,895 va-
cant lots in Bronzeville.  If it sells 
each lot to outside developers for 
the going rate of $100,000 per lot, 
Mayor Daley will gain $1.8 bil-
lion—more than enough to pay for 
the Olympics and his other pet pro-
jects. 
On November 30, 2006, four Dep-
uty Commissioners from the De-
partment of Planning and Develop-

ment insisted that the City had no 
long-range vision for Bron-
zeville.  They asked residents to 
stop talking about “Bronzeville,” 
preferring names such as “Fuller 
Park” or “Douglas.”         
The City does have big (hidden) 
plans for Bronzeville.  In 2004, 
City demographer Marie Bous-
field told Lake Forest College 
Professor Paul Fischer that the 
City expected 23,523 new Bron-
zeville households in the next 25 
years.  The City has refused to 
release Bousfield’s projections 
and reports to Housing Bron-
zeville.             
During 18 months from January 
2005 through June 2006, Ald. 
Dorothy Tillman of the 3rd Ward 
received 47.3% of her campaign 
contributions (more than $60,000) 
from real estate developers and 
managers.  This was the fourth 
highest percentage of all aldermen 
in Chicago (Source: Developing 
Government Accountability to the 
People 2006 Report Card).  

H O U S I N G B R O N Z E V I L L E  

Please add me to the mailing list and sign me up to help Housing Bronzeville’s campaign for affordable 

home ownership in Bronzeville: 
  

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________Zip: _____________ 

 

Telephone: _____________________  E-Mail: ______________________________________________________________ 

Please return to Housing Bronzeville, 3424 S. State St., Suite 324, Chicago, IL  60616  

 ___ I will work and vote for change in Bronzeville 

 

 ___ I will tell my alderman, “Sign the Pledge!” 

After a no-show at the Housing Bronzeville forum, residents 

collect at Dorothy Tillman’s residence to get answers on 

affordable home ownership in 

the area. 

Bronzeville Residents Take Action 
Pat Dowell meets residents at  

forum and lays out her plan for a 

new 

Bron-

zeville. 

HousingBronzeville members meet at ward 

office with more questions for Dorothy Tillman. 


