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By Kristen Kridel
Tribune staff reporter

A Bronzeville group fight-
ing for affordable housing in
the Chicago neighborhood
spent much of Monday night
putting up 1,800 signs on va-
cant city-owned properties it
hopes to protect from gentrifi-
cation.

But by 8:30 a.m. Tuesday, the
city delivered its own message
through employees sent to
tear down the signs, which
read “Yes—To An Affordable
Home on This Lot! No—To the
City’s Vision for Bronzeville.”

“They don’t act this quickly
to mow these vacant lots or
pick up this trash,” said Va-
lencia Hardy, a Bronzeville
homeowner who participated
in the effort. “I don’t think
they were up long enough to
have the impact we were
looking for.”

Housing Bronzeville— a co-
alition of renters, property
owners and others concerned
about the future of the neigh-
borhood—put up the signs to
raise awareness as the group
pushes for setting aside 26 per-
cent of the lots at below-mar-
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Kyle Williams puts up signs on a city-owned Bronzeville lot as part of an affordable home ownership campaign Tuesday.

ket cost, said Rev. Jeffery
Campbell, pastor of Judah Is-
raelite Church.

The city doesn’t have a prob-
lem with residents expressing
their ideas, said Matt Smith,
chief spokesman for the
Streets and Sanitation De-
partment. But Housing Bron-
zeville went about it the
wrong way, Smith said.

By plastering their litera-
ture on city property in four
wards, members violated
three city ordinances, which
ban posting literature, litter-
ingand advertising in the pub-
lic way, Smith said. Although

‘When you leave things behind in the public
way, no matter how noble the cause, you're
basically dumping on the neighborhood you're

trying to help.’

—Matt Smith, Chicago Streets and Sanitation Department

he does not believe the city is
citing the group for the viola-
tions, it could have fined Hous-
ing Bronzeville thousands of
dollars, he said. The taxpayers
end up paying for the cleanup,
Smith added. “When you leave

things behind in the public
way, no matter how noble the
cause, you're basically dump-
ing on the neighborhood
you're trying to help,” he said.

But Bronzeville community
members needed to see just

how many city-owned vacant
lots surround their home, said
Campbell, who took part in
the protest. In addition to
hanging the signs, more than
a dozen Housing Bronzeville
supporters handed out fliers
Tuesday morning at 39th
Place and Wabash Avenue.
“I'mnot against progress by
any stretch of the imagina-
tion,” Campbell said. “I just
say that as you progress, don’t
lock out or block out the peo-
ple who stood through the
hard times. They need tobe in-
cluded.
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